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Gabbin’ with Gordon 

In his ―One Minute Uplift‖ newsletter, Rick 

Ezell tells this story:  

 

―A university professor tells of being invited 

to speak at a military base in December and 

his meeting an unforgettable soldier named 

Ralph.  Ralph had been sent to 

meet him at the airport; and after 

they had introduced themselves, 

they headed toward the baggage 

claim.   

 

As they walked down the  

concourse, Ralph kept  

disappearing – once to help an 

older woman whose suitcase had 

fallen open, once to lift two  

toddlers up to where they could see Santa 

Claus and again to give directions to  

someone who was lost.  Each time he came 

back with a big smile on his face. 

  

―‗Where did you learn to do that?‘  The  

professor asked.  ‗Do what?‘ Ralph said.  ‗To 

be so helpful and considerate to others.‘  

‗Oh,‘ Ralph said, ‗during the war, I guess.‘‖ 

 ―Then he told the professor about his 

tour of duty in Vietnam, about how it was 

his job to clear minefields, and how he 

watched his friends blow up before his 

eyes, one after another.  

 

‗I learned to live between 

steps,‘ he said. ‗I never knew 

whether the next one would be 

my last, so I learned to get  

everything I could out of the 

moment between when I 

picked up my foot and when I 

put it down again.  Every step I 

took was a whole new world 

and I guess I‘ve just been that 

way ever since.‘‖  

 

A grace-filled life is living between the 

steps.  It understands the  

remarkable gift of today.  I hope you are 

living a grace-filled life, enjoying each 

day as it unfolds.  Solomon said it like 

this in Ecclesiastes 11:8 (NCV) ―People 

ought to enjoy every day of their lives, no 

matter how long they live.‖ 

 

 

 



Our sympathy goes 

to… 
 

Phil & Carrie Small on the loss of 

Phil‘s sister Martha.  
 

—And to— 
 

Ron & Dorothy Rasque on the loss 

of Dorothy‘s brother, Tom.  

Congratulations to Rick and Amanda Weber on 
the birth of their  

daughter, Allison Grace! Allison was born on 

February 16th and weighed 8 lbs and 2 oz and 
was 19 3/4 inches long. Allison joins big  

sister Natalie at 

home.    

BABY SHOWER! 
 

March 13th 

1:30 p.m. at the church 
 

There will be a baby shower for Amanda Weber and baby Allison held at the 

church. All ladies are  

welcome to attend! Rick and Amanda are registered at 

Target in Minnesota. Here are a few items on their wish 

list: 
 

3 month sleepers, 3 month outfits, Huggies diaper sizes 1 

& 2, Huggies wipes and Mam pacifiers.  

News From the mission field: A.p.c.m.I 
God is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine…. 

 

In January of 2008, the mission clinic operated by A.P.C.M.I was closed by hard line Muslims. The same village chief that 

closed the clinic reopened the clinic in October of 2009! Currently, the clinic serves 1,000 people free of charge each month. 

Praise God for this blessing for the people who are not able to afford medical care.  

God’s Harvest from September 2009– December 2009: 

Forty-nine people gave their live to Christ in baptism 

Four new churches were started 

Twenty-four new missionaries are now in training 

APCMI opened nineteen Smart Point units (Community Learning Centers) and are reaching out to pre-schoolers for 

education, adults for computer training, and young mothers for adult enrichment.  

 



4 – Continue in prayer for Haiti!  

 

5 – Please continue in prayer for GBM/The Chris-

tian’s Hour as they spread the gospel to those 

who have not heard it.  

 

6 – Pray for Gi & Mei Tanbunaan as they continue 

their mission work for A.P.C.M.I.  

 

7 – Mike & Kathy Girton (West Indies Christian 

Mission) request prayer as they plan and prepare 

for a major work trip this month to assist a new 

church in the Dominican Republic.  

 

8 – Bill & Karleen Crandall (Ecuador) request 

prayer for the electric crisis occurring in  

Ecuador. They experience two blackouts per day, 

each 2 -4 hours long.  

 

9 – Ray & Pam Trantham (Ukraine) request prayer 

for Odessa Theological Seminary administration. 

These are very dedicated, underpaid workers.  

 

10 – Be in prayer for Ken Henes and his work 

with WCMA.  

 

11 – Please pray that people will continue to be 

reached for Christ through the efforts of WCMA.  

 

12 – Remember to keep Naomi Christenson in 

your prayers as she has returned to Indonesia 

for her mission work.  

 

13 – Pray for John & Becky Bliffen as they work at 

Mid -South Christian College and serve as  

regional mobilizers.  

 

14 – Please pray for Cory & Cassidy Fountain, 

International Services, as they begin as long 

term ministry.  

 

15 – Pray for Eric & Michelle Derry, International 

Services, as they mobilize harvest workers for 

6,700 unreached people groups.  

 

16 – Be in prayer for the Church Board as they 

meet this evening. Pray that their discussions 

will glorify Christ.  

 

17 – Be in prayer for Luke & Carol Hightsue as 

they minister in Venezuela.  

 

18 – Praise God with Nigel & Loida Pyle for re-

cent baptisms in Mactan, Philippines.   

 

 

 

 

 

19 – Give thanks for all the mission teams, in-

cluding our from OCC and their willingness to 

travel to the Dominican Republic to spread God’s 

word.  

 

20 – Thank the Lord that you are a new creation 

in Christ.  

 

21 – Shannon Haynie (PBT -Ukraine) asks us to 

join her in a resolution to ―love people that God 

puts in my path.‖  

 

22 – Keep the Crossfire Ministry in your prayers 

as they do the Lord’s work with at risk youth 

right here in La Crosse.  

 

23 –Give God the glory for Bernie Getter and his 

willingness to continue the good fight for 

Christ’s Kingdom.   

 

24 – Don Husley (Mozambique) requests prayer 

as he recently became director of a new semi-

nary there —Maputo Bible & Theological Semi-

nary.  

 

25 – Remember to pray for Christian Nursing 

homes and Elderly Care facilities as they minister 

to the needs of the older generation.  

 

26 – Mathieu Alexandre (Haiti) requests prayer 

as two work teams, representing North Haiti 

Christians Mission, plan trips to Haiti.  

 

27 – Praise the LORD that we live in a free coun-

try and may worship Him as we please.  

 

28 – Pray for Valdecy & Mirna DeSilva (Spanish -

speaking, US) as they begin new efforts in  

cooperation with Woodlawn Christian Church in 

Knoxville, TN.  

 

29 – Pray for the country of Nepal as the political 

situation remains uncertain. A new government 

constitution is currently being drafted.  

 

30 – Be in prayer for Richard Uriah (India), re-

cently diagnosed with symptoms of Malaria.  

 

31 – McKinley Indian Mission requests prayer 

that they will be able to recruit more permanent 

workers for the Native American population.  

 

 

March Prayer Calendar 



Onalaska Church of Christ  

1415 Well Street  

Onalaska WI 54650  

 

13th ҽ1:30 p.m. —Baby shower for Amanda  

Weber and baby Allison. Rick & Amanda are reg-

istered at Target in Minnesota.  

 Wish List: 3 month sleepers  

      3 month outfits  

      Huggies Diapers size 1&2  

      Huggies wipes  

      Mam pacifiers  

 

16th ҽ5:00 p.m. —Daycare Ministry Meeting  

 —6:00 p.m. —Missions & Property/  

 Finance Meetings  

 — 6:30 p.m. —Board Meeting  

 

20th ҽFirst Day of Spring!  

 

21st —Tator Topper following the Worship  

Service. Please sign up in the Lobby.  

 

28th ҽ4:00 p.m. —Coulee Region Gospel Choir 

presents ―My Utmost for His Highest‖ here at the 

church.  

 

 

 

 

The Chatter is a monthly newsletter of Onalaska Church of Christ, 1415 Well Street, Onalaska, WI 54650.  

Everyone is welcome to worship with us each Sunday at 10 a.m. Sunday School begins at 8:30 and Fellowship 

Time is at 9:30. Gordon Clary is our minister and Shannon Deters is our Youth Activities Coordinator. Church 

office: (608) 783 -4794. Email: occ@centurytel.net. Web page: www.onalaskachurchofchist.org  

 

Scripture to grow your FAITH on… 

 
 

Jesus said, ―If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, 

you can say to this mountain, ‗Move from her to there‘ 

and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.‖ 

 Matthew 17:20 

Jesus told him, ―Because you have seen me, you have 

believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.‖     John 20:29 

 

―Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 

of what we do not see...And without faith, it is impossi-

ble to please God, because anyone who comes to Him 

must believe that He exists and that He rewards those 

who earnestly seek Him.‖                       Hebrews 11:1,6 

 

―If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in 

prayer.‖                     Matthew 21:22 

 

―Take up the shield of faith, with which you can extin-

guish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.‖  

Ephesians 6:16 

 

―Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of eternal life to 

which you were called.‖        1 Timothy 6:12 


